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NEWS COPYRIGHT NOT LEGAL.

1n a lecture before the University ILaw School
of New York, Professor James A. Whitaey, LL.
D., alluded to Mr. YWatterson’s schemo for copy-
righting news, and sad:

“The legal obstacles appear $0 meto be insu-
perable, In the first place, it is only the ‘writ-
ings’ of an author which Congress s authorized
by the Constitutionto protect. Thera can be no
copyright gn news alone; the copyright must be
on the verbal form. Further, If such right exists,
it must be a matter of public record and must ex-
fst as a grant before a right of actlon could accrue,
Further, the atuthor is the person who gives
verbal foum to the writing,not the newspaper
owner who publishes 1t, and before the latter
could avall htmsetf of the right he would have to
show a written assignment from the author, The
time pronosed is so short that no applieation for
an Injunctlon could be made; and if thero were,
and there were scveral alleged owners of the
right, all would need to be jomed as complainants.
If an action for damages was brought theie
would need to be the same Jownder of par.
ties, and actual damages would need to
be proved. All this on the supposition that the
matter would be copled verbalim. But, as a
matter offfact, it would be as easy to abridge or
to put the ideas or information in totally different
and oriyinal language, and thls would constituto
a new and distinet writing, wholly Independent
of llu?‘ other and which the other could not
reach.” ’

THE GLOBE made substantially the same criti-
cismon Mr. WATTERSON'S queer scheme when
it was first proposed. We are llued to belleve
that the Assoclated Press will have to take its
chances with the rest ot the journatlistic world in

getting the uews.
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